
correct identification. NRS is often more severe in
dry or compacted areas such as slopes, mounds or
near areas where heat is radiating from walls or walk-
ways or in areas afflicted by tree roots.

Disease management
Planting grass varieties that resist infection is the

primary line of defense against NRS. Research by Dr.
Doug Brede, director of research at Jacklin Seed by
Simplot, reports that mixing turfgrass species, such as
perennial ryegrass to reduce NRS in stands with Ken-
tucky bluegrass, may not be as effective a control
strategy as simply utilizing resistant bluegrass culti-
vars and this strategy provided better, long-term
solution to cultural control of NRS. This advice does
not help much for existing lawns that have the disease
unless total renovation is planned.

Below are some Kentucky bluegrass varieties that
have shown good performance against NRS, as well
as susceptible varieties from www.ntep.org. If you can
find out what grass varieties were planted, you may
be able to narrow your identification of the disease.
Check with your local extension agent for varieties
that have performed well in your area.

Resistant varieties: Award, Impact, Liberator, Mid-
night, Total Eclipse, Apollo, Odyssey, Princeton 105,
America, Sidekick, SR2000, Unique, Baron, Monte
Carlo, Abbey and Midnight II.

Susceptible varieties: Shamrock, Raven, Compact,
Envicta, Serene, Bodacious, Chateau, Blue Knight.

Chemical control
NRS control requires an approach that considers

both cultural and chemical methods for management.
Nathan Ruffer with Earth Services and Supply in west-
ern Michigan says, “We suggest organic fertilizers in
conjunction with fungicides to address both the
microbial health of the soil, as well as effective fungi-
cides that can be applied to minimize the damage to
lawns.” The use of organic amendments and compost
is a common approach to managing NRS and has
been documented to reduce disease severity. However,
suppression might be inconsistent and is not guaran-
teed. Nevertheless, fertilization is important in recov-
ery from NRS symptoms. Without NPK, the spots will
persist almost indefinitely.

There are several fungicides registered for use on
home lawns. Check with your state to see which fungi-
cides are legal to use. Fungicide application timing is
very important. Applications should be made when
soil temperatures at the 3-inch depth average 55 to 70
degrees. This is when the disease organism is active,
even though symptoms may not be evident. Fungicide
applications should be when soils are moist and the
fungus is active in May/June and then followed by
water-drenching immediately after application to 
prevent the fungicide from drying on the foliage. The
disease organism is in the root area and the fungicide
must be moved into the rootzone to be effective. More
than one yearly application is generally needed.
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It’s that time of year!

HOODIE 
SALE

Style 18500 only

Any Quantity!

$19.99
Price includes left chest

embroidery up to 12,000 stitches, 
add $ .50 for each add’l 1,000.

Set-up fee applies for new designs.

Any Color!

800-657-7553
www.sheasbay.com

sales@sheasbay.com
To lower our costs, we do not print or send catalogs.

Please call to order or find out more information about our products.
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Continued on page C4

Fungicides for the Treatment of Necrotic Ring Spot 
(check local laws and regulations)

Chemical Name Common Name Class of Fungicide

Azoxystrobin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Heritage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Strobulin

Fenarimol  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rubigan, Patchwork  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .DMI
(not labeled in many areas)

Iprodione . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Chipco 26019  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dicarboximide

Myclobutanil  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eagle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .DMI

Propiconazole  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Banner Maxx . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .DMI

Thiophanate-Methyl . . . . . . . . . .Cleary’s 3336, Senator, Lesco T-Storm . . . . . . . . . . . . .Benzimiazole

Necrotic Ring Spot Disease Continued from page C1




